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Director’s concept for Water by the Spoonful

Water by the Spoonful is an interesting play that is intended to depict the drama and everyday struggles of several people. As a director, the concept of the play can be summarized as below. 

Themes present in the play and how they will be highlighted 


Water by the Spoonful centers around the theme of how the past haunts the present. This is exhibited by the way most lead characters including Elliot, Yazmin and Haikumom are on several occasions troubled by their painful past experiences. Elliot in particular keeps on referring to an Arabic phrase that has stuck in his head after leaving duty in Iraq (Quiara, 2011). I will also use the same techniques to highlight this theme. My characters will keep on whining about past experiences such as addition and ghost of war and how they are troubling their current lives. 
The mood and atmosphere

Most of the characters in the play are going through difficult moments with some fighting addition and tormenting memories. Therefore, the mood and atmosphere are generally sad. To depict this in the play, I will use effective artwork and corresponding soundtracks in the background to highlight emotions such as despair, regret and hope. These will extensively be used in scenes where the characters struggle to come to terms with painful memories or immediate loss.  
Artifacts in the characters’ lives

The main character in the play is a traumatized individual who is struggling to get over past experiences and memories while fighting in Iraq (Quiara, 2011). Therefore, the artifacts from the war can form part of the physical environment. Actually, his environment is personalized to highlight his plights throughout the story. The frequent flashbacks take him years back, further dumping him into a feeling of sorrow and helplessness (Quiara, 2011). Elliot has gone through a lot. From killing an innocent man in the war to suffering an injury that left him with a limp and now losing his aunt. Ideally, his view of life is more pronounced than other characters and somewhat influences the entire story. He owns much of the plot as exhibited by the way his plight and struggles drag through the entire play. 
Basic actions of characters in the play

The main characters in the story are faced by different challenges. As such, each one of them is bound to react differently to the issues that they are going through. For instance, Elliot is the most troubled individuals. As such, he is expected to be always sad. His entrance on stage must exhibit despair. The space on stage must also be designed with sorrowful theme to support his emotions. There should be use of dull colors and artwork to further highlight the themes of regret and how the past haunts the present. Since many of the scenes are sad, the same space can be used by all characters that are troubled by one thing or another. Scenes of online people are also of great significance because they somewhat divert the plot from the main character to the plight of other people that too have their own life struggles. These scenes can be tacked by placing characters in different corners and have them converse loudly without looking at each other.
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